e | later with the manic enthusiasm of a life-
long JR.R. Tolkien fan.

It should be noted here that there are
fans, and there are fans. I like Tolkien, but
Jack’s had people on the tour who’ve seen
the movie 400 times. Others spoke Elvish. I
personally knew someone who decorated
with “Lord of the Rings” action figures.
Fandom can be scary. .

The tour began auspiciously. Not only
was it sunny; a rare thing in Wellington in

1 flew to New Zealand to visit a real country, but :
instiegd found myself exploring an imaginary g "
world. - 4

The sign at Wellington’s airport no longer
reads “Welcome to Middle-
earth,” but “The Lord of the
Rings” movie trilogy, filmed
in New Zealand by Kiwi direc-
tor Peter Jackson, is impossi-
ble to escape here. The entire
country looks like a movie set.

New Zealand retains identity as Tolkien’s Middle-earth

- Not that I was trying to es- winter, but there were eight tourists plus a
cape. I read “The Hobbit” as a guide.
c L AIR E teen and burned through the “We have a Fellowship today,” Jack
BU S H EY “Rings” trilogy in college. I : said. “Ooh, that’s special.”
loved them. Then the movies New Zealand Torism 'T'he van first stopped at Mount Victo-

e came out, and I loved them New Zealand has long been known for its wild and scenic landscapes. Now it is also ria, amid a small pine forest overlooking
more, which is why I happily parted with $95t0  nown as the stand-in for Middle-earth in “The Lord of the Rings” film trilogy. the city where Jackson filmed the hobbits

tour nearby filming locations. ’ : i flight from their home in the Shire. At one

For those who haven’t read the books or contributed ~tle people with big appetites, provincial views and un-  point Frodo, the protagonist, stares down the road in
to the movies’ $2.9 billion gross, the plot revolves expected courage, figure prominently. ) horror as enemies approach. Actually, if you stand in
around nine companions, a fellowship of Middle- Jack, the tour guide, started leading “Rings” tours  the same spot you see houses on the opposite side of
earth’s different races, on a quest to destroy an en- after leaving a job in IT, figuring it would be fun work  the harbor.

5 chanted ring ar¥] save the world from evil. Hotg%)its, lit-  for six months. He’s still doitig it more than two years W See BUSHEY — F2 */






